Update for Global Giving:  Profiles of Two Students in TSF’s English Language Program, July 5, 2007
Noun Sopheap, age 17 and in grade 10, and is ranked sixth out of 42 students in her section.  She has attended TSF’s English Language school for five years, and speaks excellent English.  She hopes to go to the Institute of Foreign Language (IFL), the international language school in Phnom Penh, after she finishes high school. (She currently has a TSF sponsor whose support enables her to obtain a high school education.) She hopes to come back to the village and teach the local children.
Noun Sopheap’s father is a farmer who sells his vegetables at the local Koki market; he is considered “high educated” as he completed grade 9.  Her mother, also a farmer, stopped school after grade 1.  Her older brother, age 20 and now also a farmer, finished grade 9. Sopheap’s 14 year old sister, now in grade 4, and her 10 year old brother, also in grade 4, hope to follow in her footsteps.  Sopheap says, “When I got a Sharing Foundation sponsor, I have hope to improve my knowledge, and even go to University.  Before I was going to stop study and be a farmer because I could not afford.  TSF teachers are very good, and I am so happy.”

Cheng Boran, age 17 and also in grade 10, is ranked second out of 47 students in his section.  For the past three years, he has attended TSF’s English school every day after the end of his regular Khmer school day.  Boran wants to graduate among the top in his class so that he will be eligible for a TSF sponsorship to a University, where he would study biology.  He is currently studying math, physics, biology and chemistry, but there are no lab classes involved.  His aim is to become a doctor and work in the countryside.
Cheng Boran’s family is extremely poor; as farmers, they grow vegetables and some rice, but barely enough.  His parents had a third grade education.  His 16 year old brother quit school in grade 6, but his 12 year old [grade 6] and 8 year old [grade 1] sisters want to study like him if possible.  Boran says, “The Sharing Foundation teachers make my life good. I get experience from good teachers, and now I am going to high school, and will even get a chance to go to University, and perhaps to become a doctor for my people.  My parents are very happy.  They want me to have a high education, and they excuse me from the fields.”

